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280-2X/280-ZX TURBO

ENGINE
“Properly cared for
over its lifetime, a
Datsun 280ZX with
150,000 miles still
provides another
150,000 miles of
fun. Mechanically,
they’re bulletproof,” Carl says. Joseph
explains the various heads that were
used: “The N47 came on the 1979-'80
280-ZX, and it has diamond-shaped
exhaust ports with emission liners and
steel valve seats. If you install this head
on the later (F54) block, the compres-
sion will be in the mid-10:1 range. The
P79 came on 1981-'83 (F54) blocks; it has
a 53cc chamber, and must be used with
flat-top pistons, as compression drops to
7.8:1 with dished pistons. The P90 is the
1981-'82 Turbo head, while the P30a was
in use in 1983 Turbos; both are said to be
the best flowing heads, and the P90a has
hydraulic valve lifters. Al recommends
having dry and wet compression tests
done to checl the health of the rings

and valves, and notes that a cold engine
should show at least 60 PSI of ail pres-
sure at 3,000 RPM, and that a 10-15 PSI
reading at idle is fine. A rebuilt turbo can
cost about $500; its oil feed line should
alsa be replaced.

TRANS-
MISSION

A number of
transmissions and
differential ratios
were used in the
naturally aspirated
and turbocharged
280-ZXs. The automatics of every year,
which featured a three-element hydrau-
lic torque converter and two planetary
gear seats, were mated to 3.545 rear
gears. All 1979-only four-speeds were
mated with the R180 differential and
3.364 gears, like the 1979 five-speed
two-seater, while the 1979 242 used 3.7
gears. The R200 differential was used
with four-and five-speed manual cars
equipped with 3.364:1, 3.7:1and 3.9:1
axle ratios. These transmissions and
differentials are generally quite durable,
although abuse can lead to popping out
of gear or grinding during shifts; used
gearboxes are available. Al writes, “If
you feel ‘slack’ in the drivetrain, have a
shop look at the rear motor mount and
the differential.”

disc brakes with
vented front rotors
. that were standard
w equipment on all
™ 28B0-ZXs were state
of the art at the time. Some testers
complained of brake fade from high
speeds; making choices easier today are
non-standard options like drilled and
slotted rotors, braided stainless steel
bralke lines and special compound brake
pads. While the mare compliant tuning
of the ZX's four-wheel independent sus-
pension was great for touring, it came
under fire in sharp handling maneuvers.
Today’s aftermarket offers numerous
upgrades in the form of performance
struts, lowering springs, thicker anti-roil
bars, urethane suspension bushings and
more. Grippy modern tire compounds
can add yet another layer of competence
to the 280-ZX's performance portfolio.
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New molded carpet sets can be purchased, but original T-top bags aren’t reproduced, and inner
panels must be restored; hatch seals and struts are inexpensive, and easy to replace.

Carl Beck, president of the Internet Z
Car Club, says, “Today, Datsun 280-ZXs
are being collected primarily by a couple
of different groups of buyers: ‘enthusiast-
users’ and ‘collectors.” Enthusiast-users,
finding first generation Zs getting harder
to find and more expensive, are moving
to newer and more plentiful 280-ZXs.
Although Nissan intended the 280-ZX to
be more luxury-oriented, they find it rela-
tively easy to strip out weight, upgrade the
suspension and brakes and take advantage
of the better aerodynamics of the more

Viewpoint
his car has been
in my fam-
ily since new. My
dad's brother, my
uncle john, bought
it in 1980. He
' . couldn’t find one in
", Pittsburgh because
lr :.‘- of the black and gold
color scheme [the Steelers had just won the
Super Bowl], so he went down to South
Carolina where we were living, He actually
didn’t see the vehicle before he bought it;
he looked at an automatic 10th Anniversary,
but decided that he wanted the stick. The
salesman said that he had one coming in
on the truck, and my uncle said, “Sold!"
So my father picked it up when it came in,
and my uncle flew down from Pennsylvania
and drove it home. About a month later, he

rigid 280-ZX body. And ‘collectors, who
look for #1 or #2 condition examples and
will pay top dollar for high quality cars,
are starting to add specific models of the
Datsun 280-ZX to their classic car collec-
tions.”

Datsun-Nissan Z and ZX fans are a pas-
sionate bunch, and they’re quite willing to
share their accumulated knowledge about
how to maintain and improve the cars.
Internet-based clubs and forums are also
great places to find information and enthu-
siasm for the 280-ZX in all its forms. &

amy

realized that, it being a 10th Anniversary,
he didn't want to drive it, so he bought a
car cover for it, then went out and bought
another new car” He drove it periodically,
but he saved it as a keepsake.

It had about 6,200 miles on it when |
took over, and it has a little over 7,000 now.
Uncle John passed away about a year and a
half ago; my father and | are the only true
car buffs in the family, so we wanted it to
stay in the family. | put fewer than soo
miles on it each season; I'll drive it to shows
that are under 30 miles each way, and trailer
it for longer trips, but | enjoy taking it for a
good drive two or three times a month to
make sure everything is working well. It will
never be sold. | have a two-year-old son,
and he may be the only two-year-old with a
280-ZX in his name!

- Ryan Bordenick
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Specialists

Black Dragon Automotive
14600 W. 107th Street
Lenexa, Kansas 66215

| 888-7893746
www.blackdragonauto.com

Motorsport Auto

1139 West Collins Avenue
Orange, California 92867
800-633-6331
www.motorsportauto.com

Z Car Source of Arizona
952 W Melinda Lane, #D
Phoenix, Arizona 85027
800-373-2532
WWW.Zcarsgurce.com

Zedd Findings

603 Compass Court

Kingston, Ontario, Canada K7M 89
613-388-1397
www.datsunzparts.com

Club Corner

www.XenonS5130.com

Online history and technical resource with
message board and downloadable owners’ and
factory service manuals

Internet Z Car Club

www.ZHome.com

Virtual online group with historical and
technical information

280-ZX 10th Anniversary Edition Register
www2.zhome.com:81/1ZCC/ ZRegisters/
anniversary.htm

www.zcar.com
Online forums and classifieds




